chromosome complement; it is now standard usage in most journals. I should have liked to have seen a short section giving the main indications for chromosome studies; few clinicians, in this country at least, have ready access to a cytogenetic laboratory on a service basis, where these problems can be discussed. Although this edition is marred by rather a large number of irritating misprints, I have no doubt it will be as warmly welcomed as the first. JOHN This large books sets out to cover the whole field of chest disease. The result is a tribute to the industry and clinical experience of its author and to the high standards of production of the publishers. It is the third edition. Earlier ones were written jointly with the late Dr L H Garland and this present volume, almost wholly rewritten by Dr Hinshaw, carries forward those earlier works. The book aims to convey perspective rather than carry the latest news. This it does well and the reader may turn to well selected lists of references for more detailed information. Two excellent additional chapter-s have been writtenone on clinical application of pulmonary function tests by Dr Charles T Corman and Dr Donald A Young, the other by the author's son, Dr Horton C Hinshaw, on pulmonary diseases of occupational origin.
As medicine becomes more specialized and concentration, even within a specialty, becomes even more narrow, the value of 'unifying' works of this nature is likely to increase. Physicians capable of writing such a book almost single-handed are, however, few and those with the energy to do it are even fewer. There are nowadaysas stated by Sir Aubrey Lewis during this symposiumat least six types of drugs causing 'drug dependence' (the term which has superseded the older 'addiction' and 'habituation'). In this country, as in others, drug dependence has often been produced, apart from the opiates, by other drugs such as amphetamines, cocaine, barbiturates, cannabis, and not forgetting alcoholprobably in some ways the most important among them; they are all discussed by the contributors to this international and interdisciplinary symposium. Many factors probably enter into the etiology of drug dependence and predispose to continued drug use; and in view of the fact that drugs with widely different pharmacological properties can induce dependence Professor Paton concluded, in his introductory talk, that 'any unitary theory of drug dependence, if it is to cover so diverse a range of drugs, is for the time being likely to be either misleading or too vague for usefulness'.
The volume opens with a session dealing with definitions and approaches and including a discussion of the relative importance of pharmacological and psychological factors in drug dependence. This is followed by sessions dealing with pharmacology and chemistry, laboratory studies of animal and human behaviour and, finally, social and clinical factors. A wide range of subjects is thus discussed in an authoritative manner by international experts with great experience in their fields, and without the emotional bias which so often bedevils discussions on drug abuse. This book will therefore be of great value to anyone interested in the problem of drug dependence.
M M GLATT
The Abortion Act 1967 Proceedings of a Symposium held by the Medical Protection Society, in collaboration with the Royal College of General Practitioners, at the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, London, 7 February 1969 pp 108 25s London: Pitman Medical 1969 All papers and discussions are either factual or speculative; when the subject is therapeutic abortion the difference between the two is perhaps wider than usual. Unfortunately, factual data available at the time of this Conference have long since been superseded, and largely altered in emphasis. For the most part, therefore, one is left with the speculations made by the participants. Few of the participants had much practical experience of therapeutic abortion, and under these circumstances it is perhaps not surprising that the most valuable contributions came from the psychiatrists who, as usual, tended to relate the medical problems to society as a whole. Unquestionably the most outstanding and constructive contribution was made by Dr R F Tredgold, consultant psychiatrist, University College Hospital, who suggested that doctors are normally counsellors, but that in the sphere of assessing patients' qualifications for therapeutic abortions, they may well come to act as judgesan occupation for which they have not the training, nor the aptitude, nor the inclination. Dr Tredgold pointed out, and indeed reading these proceedings confirms, that doctors are no less emotional on this subject than are the women
